A sural nerve biopsy did not show significant abnormalities. CT and MRI scans of the brain were both normal.
in these disorders is unknown but suggests that there is a disorder not only of muscle, but also of central nervous system function. Alveolar hypoventilation has been described in myotonic dystrophy9 and acid maltase deficiency. 12 Sleep breathing disorders A variety of sleep-related respiratory dysfunctions have been reported in isolated series of patients with an assortment of neuromuscular disorders.9 1"18 Whenever breathing during sleep has been assessed in neuromuscular disorders, when abnormalities were present, they were most severe in REM sleep. There are several possible explanations for this. First, chemical control of breathing (hypoxic and hypercapnic) is the most blunted in REM in normal subjects.'9 Second, there occurs throughout REM a generalised loss of muscle tone which may result in hypoventilation. Third, during the phasic manifestation of REM it is likely that hypoventilation occurs, as has been described in lung diseases.202' 
